To: Senator Hargrove 
Cc:  Port of Port Angeles Commissioners
From: Olympic Climate Action

Re: Support for SB 6262 Oil Transportation Safety Act

Olympic Climate Action is a local citizens group on the Olympic Peninsula concerned about climate change. We have rapidly grown to more than 170 followers. Our local economy depends upon healthy forests and wildlife, fresh water from our glaciers and snowpack, a healthy salmon and shellfish fishery, tourism, and our reputation as a wonderful place to live and retire. All of these will be negatively impacted by the projected climate changes and the threat of oil spills. 

Therefore, I’m writing to ask you to work hard to do whatever you can to see that the Oil Transportation Safety Act (SB 6262) is passed out of the Senate Environment Committee.

Our state is facing dramatic changes in the amount and type of oil that’s moving through our state. For example, tar sands oil from Alberta, Canada, and Bakken oil from North Dakota are starting to move by rail and pipeline to state facilities. Unfortunately, Washington is not ready to deal with spills, explosions, and other risks to our communities and environment.

 

The Oil Transportation Safety Act:

• Discloses basic info - how much oil, what type, and where

• Broadens tug escort rules in Puget Sound, the Columbia River, and Grays Harbor

• Promotes safer operation of tugs and oil barges

• Evaluates emergency response needs and identifies communities at greatest risk from oil spills and rail car accidents.

These are smart first steps and basic tools to help protect our communities from accidents and oil spills, and they would be a step toward accounting for the true costs of fossil-fuel development.

Thank you!
Respectfully submitted,

Ed Chadd, for Olympic Climate Action
