To:  U.S. Department of State

Re:  Keystone XL pipeline

My name is Ken Lans and I live in Seattle, Washington. I have a 13 year old son and am worried about the future of the planet he will need to grow up in. I am also a physician and am deeply concerned about not only about the future negative impacts posed by climate change on public health, but the serious impacts that are already occurring. In addition to being a physician, I also have my MBA (with significant work experience in the business world) and am a trained and certified climate change presenter with the Climate Reality Project. 

 

So I have a clear and solid understanding of the medical, scientific and economic facts surrounding climate change and am convinced the Keystone XL pipeline will have significant adverse impacts exacerbating climate change. Those impacts will adversely impact Seattle, the region, our country, the earth as a whole, and my son’s future well-being. Tar sands oil is particularly dirty and its extraction and burning will have serious carbon load repercussions. This pipeline, if built, would result in 800,000 barrels a day added to the current production. It seems reasonable to request that you deny this project on these significant impacts. It is time to move towards a clean energy economy.

 

To say that the tar sand oil will get extracted, exported and burned whether or not we build the Keystone XL pipeline — that building it makes no difference on climate change — and that we might as well make the profits, instead of someone else, is morally unacceptable, and is just burying our heads in the (tar) sands. Climate change is real, people are the cause, and the impacts are already being felt and will only become increasingly profound the longer we wait. We can’t continue to lay the problem at someone else’s feet and continue with business as usual.  We must take into account how this will impact our world, because we no longer have the luxury of time — we need to start lessening our carbon footprint now.  

 

The consequences of climate change pose a serious threat to human lives, to economic development and to the natural world on which much of our prosperity depends. Temperatures are rising, rainfall patterns are shifting, glaciers are melting, and sea levels are getting higher. Extreme weather events like heat waves, droughts, forest fires, heavy rain and snow, storms and floods are becoming more frequent or more intense. Diseases formerly found only in tropical areas are spreading, as the insects that carry them are able to move to areas newly warmer. Damage to property and infrastructure imposes heavy costs on society and the economy. Sectors that rely strongly on certain temperatures and precipitation levels, such as agriculture, forestry, energy and tourism, will be particularly affected by climate change. Climate change is happening so fast that many plant and animal species will struggle to cope. Warming of 3º - 5º F beyond today's levels would put as many as 20-30% of plant and animal species at increased risk of extinction. And that’s just the tip of the (melting) iceberg.

 

For all these reasons, as well as many more that space doesn’t allow me to go into, but that are very well documented and easily available for your review, this proposal requires careful scrutiny. It is imperative that climate change be addressed in your considerations of and decision on this pipeline. It is in the public interest to deny this proposal. We live on a finite planet and short-term profit and economic concerns should not be the only, major, or deciding factor in your decision (especially since so many studies make it pretty clear that long-term, climate change is also bad for business). And don’t be fooled or persuaded by the scare tactics of those who say this project (that would add less than 1% to the fossil fuel supply) is necessary to protect our national security. There are alternatives for our energy needs and many better ways to lift our standard of living, maintain the freedoms we hold dear, and still protect our national security. 

 

Much as we would like there to be, there are no easy answers. We live in complex and challenging times. But it is times like this that require a moral compass from our leaders and our President — and a clear-sighted, far-looking vision that allows us to land on the right side of history. Now is the time we need to begin making the hard, but utterly necessary choices that allow us to transition away from an economy, and a world, dependent on fossil fuels. To make the choices that will help us develop a cleaner energy economy, to move back from the very real brink of dangers posed by climate change, and to move to build a world that offers my son, all our children, and all their children a long and livable future on a healthy planet.

 

Thank you,

 

Kenneth Lans, MD, MBA

