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Shell’s Polar Ploneer ol rig looms 355 feet over Port Angeles. Many spectators witnessing this hulk n our
harbor view it simply as a photo opportunity—the contrast of oll rig agatnst the snow-starved Olympics.
But those who think more deeply understand the connection betsween these two Images; the Polar Pioneer
brings the tssue of oil drilling, literally, right into our community. Our fossl-fuel-based economy is literally
Killing us, and we must oppose it on all fronts, including right here tn our harbor, and champion the
burgeoning clean-energy economy that the fossil fuel industry Is doing everything in its power to suppress.

A New York Times article on “The Wreck of the Kulluk” (12/30/14) provides insight into the problems
encountered the last time Shell tried to drill offshore in the Arctic, in 2012. Seeking to avold state
taxes, Shell opted to leave port during notorlous January storm weather. The negligence of Shell and its
subcontractor Noble Drilling, in both this deciston and thelr inadequate and faulty equipment, resulted in
the total loss of the Kulluk. Noble pled gulty to elght felony counts over the disaster.

Shell has other skeletons in the closet, being responsible for ecological devastation in the Niger Delta
from 50 years of drilling, where 1.5 million tons of oll have spilled over the last 50 years—the equivalent of
an Exxon Valdez every year.

Noble plans to Join Shell agaln in this year's Arctic venture, along with Transocean, the operator of the
Polar Ploneer. Transocean gained infamy during BP’s 2010 Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico,
which started with a blowout that killed 11 workers and injured 17, then went on to become the largest
‘marine ofl spill i history, spilling 172 million gallons into the Gulf before the well was capped, affecting
15,000 miles of coastline and impacting 400 animal species. The litigation will probably take 20 years
to fully resolve, and long-term impacts on human and environmental health will never fully be known.
‘Transocean agreed to pay $1.4 billion In fines over that disaster.

Conditions in the Arctic are far more severe than in the Gulf, and the likelthood of a spill like Deepwater
Horlzon happening off Alaska is only a matter of when. If a spill happens as winter approaches, the hopes
of a cleanup are dim.

Some people clatm offshore ofl drilling Is good for the economy, but that has been shown to be false.
According to research in Canada, an investment of $1.3 billion (the Canadian government’ ol and gas
subsidy) could create 17 to 20 thousand Jobs In renewable energy—6-8 times as many jobs as the ofl and
gas sector.

‘The Polar Ploneer arrived here escorted by Coast Guard cutters, a circling helicopter, and local law
enforcement offictals. This is well and good, as it 1s surely a paramount function of government to protect
persons and their property. But this belng the case, our government has an even more pressing duty to
protect us from the most dangerous threat to persons and property ever: catastrophic climate change
caused by the burning of fossll fuels. Given that ofl compantes already have access to more ofl than the
world can safely burn, drilling for more in the Arctic is Insanity. We dorit need this risky ofl.

‘Therefore, we must stand up agalnst the Polar Ploneer. Join the growing opposition to this senseless and
reckless venture by contacting Olympic Climate Action at our website.




