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HOT OFF THE WIRE

Climate News to Keep You in the Loop

Local News

Clallam County is developing a
Community Wildfire Protection

Program. OCA is working with the
County to host a Wildfire Education
Workshop this Spring. In the meantime,
consider commenting by February
gth. We generally support the plan’s
approach because it can help preserve
forests for habitat and ecosystem
services and focuses on homeowner

actions.

Regional News

Federal Energy Regulators (FERC) OK’d

a pumped-storage project on the

Columbia River at a Yakama Nation

sacred site. Pumped-storage is
essentially a giant water battery. Water
moves through tunnels underground

from an upper reservoir to a lower outlet.

If the project is constructed in 2027, it
would destroy a sacred food-and
medicine-gathering and ceremonial site.
Project developers and regulators
pointed to rising energy demand and grid
reliability as issues the project could help
address.

2026 WA Legislative

Session
Curious how to engage with Olympia? Check out

the resources below:

The 2026 legislative session is underway in Washington.
Things move quickly because it is a short session. There
are numerous bills relating to energy and land use that

we recommend exploring.

OCA is requesting that you sign in CON on HB
2620.

Washington Conservation Action helps to organize the
Environmental Priorities Coalition (EPC), a group of
more than 25 statewide environmental organizations.
Check out their legislative priorities for 2026 and
subscribe for updates/action items.

The 350 WA Civic Action Team is a grassroots group of

volunteers who support sound and just climate policy in


https://app.leg.wa.gov/csi/Testifier/Add?chamber=House&mId=33838&aId=169341&caId=27931&tId=3
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashingtonconservationaction.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-zfyutk-ijujjiyhhh-r%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499332781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YiTLSDnCy6ltlaAd%2BQyLKudj2y1O3xSAt9YESb0mpTs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashingtonconservationaction.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-zfyutk-ijujjiyhhh-r%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499367514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wp0C6KfMlQ%2B6QFVA5fZMH2a8AlsDUOqFaSP2s4TgJ8k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashingtonconservationaction.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fi-l-zfyutk-ijujjiyhhh-r%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499367514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wp0C6KfMlQ%2B6QFVA5fZMH2a8AlsDUOqFaSP2s4TgJ8k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.350wa.org%2Fcat&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499395081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IQXH59y4rBBTOqsZEZM4pTZyAhusvE%2BtlwsyvD67NO4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.clallamcountywa.gov/1337/Plans
https://www.clallamcountywa.gov/1337/Plans
https://www.clallamcountywa.gov/1337/Plans
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/federal-energy-regulators-ok-pumped-storage-project-on-columbia-river/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/federal-energy-regulators-ok-pumped-storage-project-on-columbia-river/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/federal-energy-regulators-ok-pumped-storage-project-on-columbia-river/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/federal-energy-regulators-ok-pumped-storage-project-on-columbia-river/

Olympic Climate Action

1. Review DNR’s Elwha Watershed Public
Survey.

2. Sign on letter to the DOI to oppose
offshore drilling here.

3. Comment on the Clallam Community
Wildfire Protection Plan by February
oth.

Upcoming Events

1. Community Education Class at
Peninsula College, Saturdays from
February 14th - March 7th. Learn more
about “Climate Change and You” here.

2. Join the Elwha Legacy Forest Coalition
at Salt Creek for a hike on February
21st at Toam.

3. Special Elwha Legacy Forest Coalition
Meeting Tuesday, February 17th 6pm -
8pm at the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal
Center to discuss cultural impacts of
logging in the Elwha watershed

4. The North Olympic Salmon Coalition
is looking for volunteers for student

planting trips.

Newsletter Submissions

Submit news, events, action items, or
images to be included to

ocanewslettersubmissions@gmatl.com

January 2026

the Legislature. Sign up to receive their bi-weekly emails.

The League of Women Voters of Washington publishes a
weekly newsletter during the legislative session with
analyses and actions related to a broad variety of issues,
including environment, climate, and forests; subscribe
here.

See the Sierra Club's Legislative Priorities & sign up for

their Legislative Action Updates.

Follow the Washington State Standard's online Politics
page.

Check it Out!

Regional Resources - Free
Puget Sound Info — Collaborative platform for sharing

and reporting Puget Sound Restoration Efforts.

Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Center

Newsletter — Latest Science, Tools, and Opportunities
across the Northwest for Climate Resilience and

Adaptation.

Columbia Riverkeeper — Clean water and salmon

restoration research and education.

Washington Climate Policy Dashboard — See WA

climate legislation and policy updates

North Olympic Salmon Coalition Newsletter

North Olympic Land Trust Monthly Newsletter

National Newsletters - Free
The Grist Newsletters — Periodic Non-profit climate

newsletters.

InsideClimate News — variety of nonpartisan climate

newsletters



https://www.pugetsoundinfo.wa.gov/
https://nwcasc.uw.edu/resources/nw-casc-connections-newsletter/
https://nwcasc.uw.edu/resources/nw-casc-connections-newsletter/
https://www.columbiariverkeeper.org/
https://www.climatepolicydashboard.org/states/washington
https://nosc.org/newsletters/
https://northolympiclandtrust.org/connect/newsletter/
https://grist.org/subscribe/
https://insideclimatenews.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://elwhalegacyforests.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ebf3ac76f5e197ce1b14e0325&id=666a3f8ec6&e=faa5fc7ffa&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018@mymail.pomona.edu%7C759e382097804d85913708de5f6e7389%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639053125180932873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ==%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DiQ64wOxxvwm90u/1Hi1TxYCyF0EU6Hn3Vc91FxAFR8=&reserved=0
https://environmentamerica.org/take-action/tell-the-interior-department-dont-expand-offshore-drilling-in-our-oceans/?akid=16034.1638359.ytztvO&email_blast=-100716034&rd=1&reference=AME4-FCNS:DRILLING:OFFSHORE-0126+EM9:00L:0HH-AAP%20AME%20Offshore%20drilling%20Jan%2023%20comments%20ADV&t=1&utm_campaign=AME4-FCNS:DRILLING:OFFSHORE-0126&utm_content=EM9:00C:0HH-AAP&utm_medium=email&utm_source=salsa
https://olyclimate.org/2026/01/22/clallam-issues-draft-wildfire-protection-plan/
https://www.campusce.net/pencol/Course/Course.aspx?c=815
https://nosc.org/volunteers-needed-for-student-planting-trips-2/
https://nosc.org/volunteers-needed-for-student-planting-trips-2/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.350wa.org%2Fcat&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499416271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H2Sa1%2FIB3kcGR4j5MpbEptG57qZuuFmgoJf838giQ%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2FRD3rhro_pk2IAtf7_IoMNQ2%23!&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499476256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6iQfG2bIJoA4E1dGh6SsPpPH68VRUnURR3YN8iJFBLM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2FRD3rhro_pk2IAtf7_IoMNQ2%23!&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499476256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6iQfG2bIJoA4E1dGh6SsPpPH68VRUnURR3YN8iJFBLM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sierraclub.org%2Fwashington%2Flegislative%2F2026legislativeagenda&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499495391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ziE6rPlVTf2raLxsjEZRRMP%2BNpiyTj6lwqtyCLRd1CM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sierraclub.org%2Fwashington%2Flegislative%2F2026legislativeagenda&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499495391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ziE6rPlVTf2raLxsjEZRRMP%2BNpiyTj6lwqtyCLRd1CM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sierraclub.org%2Fwashington%2Flegislative%2F2026legislativeagenda&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499495391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ziE6rPlVTf2raLxsjEZRRMP%2BNpiyTj6lwqtyCLRd1CM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashingtonstatestandard.com%2Fcategory%2Fpolitics%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499514474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QcZQWT9B1uSAOU70rVKGOdQ%2FBd9f0j6XZPo2ZAbVIHQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwashingtonstatestandard.com%2Fcategory%2Fpolitics%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chdka2018%40mymail.pomona.edu%7C9ff1d7f31a9940d9151e08de56d8d976%7C817f590439044ee8b3a5a65d4746ff70%7C0%7C0%7C639043687499514474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QcZQWT9B1uSAOU70rVKGOdQ%2FBd9f0j6XZPo2ZAbVIHQ%3D&reserved=0
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